
THE RE- USE OF CREDIT FROM UNIVERSITY OR EXTERNAL SOURCES TOWARDS UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX AWARDS 

After Credit and HE Qualifications: Credit Guidelines for HE Qualifications in EWNI. CQFW, NICATS, NUCCAT and SEEC, 2001 
References to Levels 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 refer to the QAA’s Framework for Higher Education Qualifications in England and Wales1 
 

MODULE LEVEL  AWARD LEVEL 

     

  

Undergraduate Certificates (Level 4) 

Diplomas and Foundation Degrees (Level 5) 

Graduate Certificates and Diplomas (Level 6) 

Postgraduate Certificates and Diplomas (Level 7) 

 
Honours Degrees (Level 6) 

Professional Doctorates (Level 8) 

     

A student successfully completes a 
unit of study outside the University and 

is awarded the credit. 

 
A student successfully satisfies the requirements 

for an award outside the University of Essex. 
 

A student successfully satisfies the requirements for 
an award outside the University of Essex. 

     

The credits may form the basis of an 
application for APL/APEL towards the 
requirements for a University award up 

to a volume of one third of the total 
requirement for the award. 

 

The credits, in whole or part, may form the basis 
of an application for APL/APEL towards a higher 

level award, up to a volume of one third of the 
total requirement for the award, but not towards 

an equal or lower level award. 

 

The credits are considered spent in the certification 
of the award.  They cannot be used a second time 

towards any further award.  Any surplus credits 
gained in the pursuit of the award may be used 

towards a higher level award, up to a volume of one 
third of the total requirement for the award. 

 

 
Examples: 

A student who achieves a Graduate Certificate, or a Graduate Diploma, may apply to use the credit towards any Postgraduate, 
Masters or Professional Doctorate award because they are all at a higher level and the Certificate and Diploma are not terminal 
awards. 
 
A student who has gained an Honours Degree may not use credit forming part of the award towards any further awards at any level. 
 

                                                      
1
 Updated to reflect new FHEQ levels which replaced the levels described in the 2001 edition of the FHEQ, which were identified as 

Certificate (C), Intermediate (I), Honours (H), Masters (M) and Doctoral (D) level. 
 


