
Exam Board Outcomes 

What impact your choice will have on your Tier 4 immigration status 

 

Outcome 
 

What impact 
would 
choosing this 
option have on 
my Tier 4 visa? 

When will I have 
to leave the UK? 

What visa could I 
apply for to finish 
my course? 

Immigration 
Guidance and advice 
 

Summer 
reassessment 
only 

No impact By the date your 
Tier 4 visa expires 

Not applicable International Services 

Summer 
reassessment plus 
Moodle course to 
allow Work 
Placement or Year 
Abroad 

No impact By the date your 
Tier 4 visa expires 

Not applicable International Services 

Reassessment the 
following summer 
term (without 
attendance) 

It will be 
curtailed by 
the Home 
Office 

Within 60 days of 
choosing this 
option 

Final year Short-
term student visa 
only 
Other years Tier 4 
(if eligible for CAS) 

International Services 

Repeat the year in 
full 

Further Tier 4 
leave required 
to complete 
course 

By the date Tier 4 
visa expires, 
unless new Tier 4 
application made 
by then 

Tier 4 (if eligible 
for a CAS) 

Check Tier 4 visa time 
limit and seek advice 
from International 
Services 

Repeat modules 
part-time in all 
terms 

Further Tier 4 
leave required 
to complete 
course 

By the date Tier 4 
visa expires, 
unless new Tier 4 
application made 
by then 

Tier 4 (if eligible 
for a CAS) 

Check Tier 4 visa time 
and seek advice from 
International Services 

Repeat modules 
part-time Autumn 
term only 

It will be 
curtailed by 
the Home 
Office 

Within 60 days of 
the end of the 
Autumn term 

Tier 4 (if eligible 
for a CAS) 

Check Tier 4 visa time 
and seek advice from 
International Services 

Repeat modules 
part-time Autumn 
term and summer 
reassessment 

It will be 
curtailed by 
the Home 
Office 

Within 60 days of 
the end of the 
Autumn term 

Final year – Short 
term student only 
for summer 
exams. 
Other years Tier 4 
(if eligible for a 
CAS) 

Check Tier 4 visa time 
and seek advice from 
International Services 

Repeat modules 
part-time Autumn 
and Spring term 
only 
 
 

It will be 
curtailed by 
the Home 
Office 

Within 60 days of 
the end of the 
Spring term 
 
 
 
 

Tier 4 (if eligible 
for a CAS) 

Check Tier 4 visa time 
and seek advice from 
International Services 
 

https://www1.essex.ac.uk/immigration/studies/resits.aspx
https://www1.essex.ac.uk/immigration/studies/repeats.aspx
https://www1.essex.ac.uk/immigration/studies/repeats.aspx
https://www1.essex.ac.uk/immigration/studies/repeats.aspx
https://www1.essex.ac.uk/immigration/studies/repeats.aspx
https://www1.essex.ac.uk/immigration/studies/repeats.aspx


Outcome 
 

What impact 
would 
choosing this 
option have on 
my Tier 4 visa? 

When will I have 
to leave the UK? 

What visa could I 
apply for to finish 
my course? 

Immigration 
Guidance and advice 
 

Repeat modules 
part-time Spring 
term only 

It will be 
curtailed by 
the Home 
Office 

Within 60 days of 
choosing this 
option 

Short term 
student – if pass 
then Tier 4 for 
next academic 
year (if eligible for 
a CAS) 

Check Tier 4 visa time 
and seek advice from 
International Services 

Repeat modules 
part-time 
Spring term and 
summer 
reassessment 

It will be 
curtailed by 
the Home 
Office 

Within 60 days of 
choosing this 
option 

Tier 4 (if eligible 
for a CAS) 

Check Tier 4 visa time 
and seek advice from 
International Services 

Compulsory 
change of course 
and repeat the 
same stage of 
new course 

New Tier 4 
leave required  

In the summer 
vacation  

Tier 4 (if eligible 
for a CAS) 

Check Tier 4 visa time 
and seek advice from 
International Services 

Compulsory 
change of course 
from 4 year to 3 
year variant of 
same course due 
to insufficient 
mark 

It will be 
curtailed by 
the Home 
Office when 
you have 
completed the 
new course 

By the date Tier 4 
visa is curtailed to 
by the Home 
Office. Usually 4 
months after the 
end of the final 
summer exam 
period  

Not applicable International Services 

Compulsory 
change of course 
to a course of a 
lower RQF level 

New Tier 4 
leave required 
before change 
of course can 
take place 

In the summer 
vacation - seek 
advice 
immediately from 
International 
Services 

Tier 4 (if eligible 
for a CAS) - Tier 4  
application can 
only be made 
from overseas 

Check Tier 4 visa time 
and seek advice from 
International Services 

Leave the 
University with a 
lesser award 

It will be 
curtailed by 
the Home 
Office 

Within 60 days of 
receiving this 
outcome 

Not applicable International Services 

Withdraw  It will be 
curtailed by 
the Home 
Office 

Within 60 days of 
receiving this 
outcome 

Not applicable International Services 

 

Important: during any period that we have ceased our Tier 4 sponsorship you will not be allowed to 

work (paid or unpaid) and should leave the UK as soon as possible and at the latest, by the date your 

Tier 4 visa is curtailed (cut short) to by the Home Office. 

How to Check your Tier 4 visa time. 

Contact International Services by completing our enquiry form for current Essex students 
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