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Reporting to UN Special Procedures on Health and Water Issues in Occupied
Palestine
Project Partner: Al Haq

Project Overview:

Al-Hag is an independent Palestinian non-governmental human rights
organisation established in 1979 to protect and promote human rights and the
rule of law in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT). Al-Haq documents
violations of the individual and collective rights of Palestinians in the OPT,
irrespective of the identity of the perpetrator, and seeks to end such breaches by
way of advocacy before national and international mechanisms and by holding
the violators accountable.

Al-Haq’s vision is to see the rule of law and standards of international human
rights and humanitarian law implemented and adhered to, so that Palestinians
can enjoy equal treatment with respect to their human dignity, free from
occupation and with the full realisation of their right to self-determination.

To this end, Al-Haq regularly carries out advocacy before the United Nations
(UN). As a component of this advocacy, we make submissions to relevant special
procedures of the UN Human Rights Council regarding human rights violations
taking place in the OPT. Throughout the academic year 2014-2015, it would be
beneficial to Al-Haq to have a team at the University of Essex Human Rights
Clinic make two submissions to the special procedures regarding violations of
human rights in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip.

Proposed Special Procedures:

e Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the
highest attainable standard of physical and mental health (focusing
specifically on access to health in East Jerusalem)

e Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance (focusing on
differential access to water resources vis-a-vis Israeli settlers and
Palestinian residents in the West Bank)


http://www.alhaq.org/
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Project Outline:

Phase One: (November — December):

e Read a selection of Al-Haq's publications and become familiar with
organisational language and messaging;

e Study the general criteria for a submission to the special procedures and
identify the specific requirements of a submission to the above-mentioned
special procedures (i.e. do they have a template questionnaire or another
format requirement);

e Read previous submissions made to the above-mentioned special
procedures by other credible human rights organisations;

e Identify steps that may need to be taken e.g. the gathering of field
information additional to that already available on Al-Haq's website;

e Develop an outline for each submission.

Phase Two: (January-June)

e Draft the submissions to the Special Procedures with input from both Al-
Haq and the Clinic supervisor;

e Undertake a review process between students, Al-Haq and Clinic
supervisors;

e Finalise and submitted the submission.

Project Bibliography:

Overarching issues related to East Jerusalem
o Al Hagq, ‘The Jerusalem Trap’, 2010:
http://www-.alhag.org/publications/publications-index/item/the-jerusalem-
trap?category id=6

Water

e Al-Haq, “Water For One People Only: Discriminatory Access and “Water-
Apartheid’ in the OorT”, 2013,
http://www.alhag.org/publications/publications-index/item/water-for-
one-people-only-discriminatory-access-and-water-apartheid-in-the-opt

e Al-Haqg, Badil, Women’s Centre for Legal Aid and Counselling and
Addameer Joint Parallel Report to the UN Committee on Elimination of
Racial Discrimination, 2012,
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http://www.alhaq.org/images/stories/PDF/2012/CERD Joint Parellel Sub
mission Jan2012.pdf

e BADIL Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and Refugee Rights,
Union of Arab Jurists, non-governmental organizations in special
consultative status, Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l'amitie entre les
peuples, non-governmental organizations on the roster, Joint written
statement submitted to the Human Rights Council twenty-sixth session
under Item 7, June 2014,
http://unispal.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF/0/99E4B14A5474C52985257CEF00586
C47

e International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination, entry into force 4 January 1969,
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Professionallnterest/Pages/CERD.aspx

e International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the
Crime of Apartheid, entry into force July 18, 1976,
http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/apartheid-supp.html

e Human Rights Council Resolution 7/34, Mandate of the Special
Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination,
xenophobia and related intolerance, 28 March 2008,
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/E/HRC/resolutions/A HRC RES 7 34.pdf

e Human Sciences Research Council, Democracy and Governance Program,
Middle East Project, “Occupation? Colonialism? Aparthied? A
reassessment of Israel’s policies in the occupied Palestinian territories
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under international law”, 2009
http://www.alhag.org/attachments/article/236/Occupation Colonialism A
partheid-FullStudy.pdf

o Executive Summary available here:
https://www.soas.ac.uk/lawpeacemideast/publications/file60532.pd
£

e UN Committee on Elimination of Racial Discrimination, Concluding
Observations, Israel, 2012
http://www?2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cerd/docs/CERD.C.ISR.CO.14-
16.pdf
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In addition, please search Al-Haq and other credible human rights organisations’
websites for specific incidents relating to racial discrimination to gain an additional
understanding of the type of case that will form the basis of the submission.

Health

e Human Rights Council resolution 2001/31, 22 April 2002
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/OverviewMandate.aspx

e Commission on Human Rights, resolutions regarding the right to health
and the mandate of the Special Rapporteur, available here:
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/OverviewMandate.aspx

e Human Rights Council, relevant resolutions and decisions, available here:
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/OverviewMandate.aspx

e General Assembly, relevant resolutions, available here:
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/OverviewMandate.aspx

¢ International Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights, entry into
force 3 January 1976, Article 12
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Professionallnterest/Pages/cescr.aspx

e Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment
No. 14, 2000
http://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=4s1Q6QSmIB
EDzFEovLCuW1AVCINkPsgUedPIF1vfPM]2c7ey6PAz2qaojTzDImC0y %
2b9t%2bs AtGDNzd EqA65ulP2r0w %2f6sVBGTpvTSCbiOr4XVETghQY65a

uTFbOQRPWNDxL

e Physicians for Human Rights — Israel, Emergencies on Hold - Entry of
Palestinian

e Ambulances into East Jerusalem, Aug 2007,

http://www.phr.org.il/default.asp?PagelD=111&ItemI[D=222
e Physicians for Human Rights —Israel, Evacuation of Patients in and to

Jerusalem by

e the Palestine Red Crescent Society, March 2011,
http://www.phr.org.il/default.asp?PagelD=111&ItemID=918

e Al Hagq, ‘Palestinian boy dies after being shot with a rubber-coated bullet
by  Israeli  forces’:  http://www.alhag.org/documentation/weekly-
focuses/858-palestinian-boy-dies-days-after-being-shot-with-a-rubber-
coated-bullet-by-israeli-forces



http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/OverviewMandate.aspx
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http://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=4slQ6QSmlBEDzFEovLCuW1AVC1NkPsgUedPlF1vfPMJ2c7ey6PAz2qaojTzDJmC0y%2b9t%2bsAtGDNzdEqA6SuP2r0w%2f6sVBGTpvTSCbiOr4XVFTqhQY65auTFbQRPWNDxL
http://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=4slQ6QSmlBEDzFEovLCuW1AVC1NkPsgUedPlF1vfPMJ2c7ey6PAz2qaojTzDJmC0y%2b9t%2bsAtGDNzdEqA6SuP2r0w%2f6sVBGTpvTSCbiOr4XVFTqhQY65auTFbQRPWNDxL
http://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=4slQ6QSmlBEDzFEovLCuW1AVC1NkPsgUedPlF1vfPMJ2c7ey6PAz2qaojTzDJmC0y%2b9t%2bsAtGDNzdEqA6SuP2r0w%2f6sVBGTpvTSCbiOr4XVFTqhQY65auTFbQRPWNDxL
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e Physicians for Human Rights, ‘Emergencies on hold — Entry of Palestinian
ambulances into East Jerusalem’, August 2007:
http://www.phr.org.il/default.asp?PagelD=111&ItemID=222

e Physicians for Human Rights, “Evacuation of patients in and to Jerusalem
by the Palestinian Red Crescent Society’, = March 2011:
http://www.phr.org.il/default.asp?PagelD=111&ItemI[D=222

In addition, please search Al-Haq and other credible human rights organisations’
websites for specific incidents relating to access to healthcare in East Jerusalem to gain an
additional understanding of the type of case that will form the basis of the submission.


http://www.phr.org.il/default.asp?PageID=111&ItemID=222
http://www.phr.org.il/default.asp?PageID=111&ItemID=222

